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Not illustrated. Excerpt: ... RICHARD BENTLEYi Part I Many years ago, walking in the
sequestered valleys of Cumberland with an eminent author 2 of the present day, we came to a
long and desolate sort of gallery, through a wilderness of rocks, which, after rising and
narrowing for about two miles, suddenly opened right and left into a little pastoral recess,
within the very heart of the highest mountains. This verdant circus presented in its centre a
beautiful but tiny lake, locally called a tarn,3 with a wild brook issuing from it 1 This long and
scholarly paper, the most elaborate of all De Quinceys efforts of the strictly biographical kind,
and a really important contribution to English biographical literature, appeared originally in
the form of two successive articles in Blackwoods Magazine for September and October 1830,
in the guise of a review of a Life of Richard Bentley, D.D., by J. H. Monk, D.D., then just
published. Dr. Monk was soon afterwards Bishop of Gloucester. De Quincey revised the paper
in 1857 for vol. vii. of his collected writings, as usual making some changes. These consist
chiefly of added sentences and footnotes.--M. 2 Eminent author :--Viz. who? On second
thoughts, there ia no call for secrecy ; and therefore, in this third edition, I abjure it. The
eminent author was Robert Southey; the beautiful but litigious solitude (a valley to which the
only road, far from descending, as in making for a valley it should have done, slowly ascended
for miles) was Waterilath, six miles from Keswick, and three from the foot of Lodore
Waterfall. 8 Tarn :--Any small lake among mountains much above the level of the larger lakes,
and fed, not (as they are) by one main stream, but by a number of petty rills trickling down the
side of the surroundthrough the road by whic...
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