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1902 edition. Excerpt: ... CHAPTER XIV.
LETTERS RELATING TO POE.
COMMENDATORY LETTERS IN THE
WAR DEPARTMENT.! Fortress Monroe,
Va., loth Apl. 1829. Edgar Poe, late Sergt
Major in the 1st Arty, served under my
command in H. Company 1st Rcgt of
Artillery, from June, 1827, to Jany, 1829,
during which time his conduct was
unexceptionable. He at once performed the
duties of company cleric and assistant in
the Subsistent Department, both of which
duties were promptly and faithfully done.
His habits are good, and intirely free from
drinking. J. Howard, Lieut. 1st Artillery. In
addition to the above I have to say that
Edgar Poe was appointed Sergeant Major
of the 1 Arty on the 1 of Jany, 1829, and up
to this date, has been 1 This group of letters
concerns Poes application for a cadets
warrant to enter the United State* Military
Academy at Wert Point, after his
resignation from the army. He had entered
the army under the assumed name of Edgar
A. Peny. We take our copies from the
originals--verified at the War Department
through the courtesy of Prof. E. R.
Rawson. exemplary in his deportment,
prompt it faithful in the discharge of his
duties, and is highly worthy of confidence.
H. W. Griswold, Bt. Capt. & Adjt. i Arty.
Fomui Monuo, April ooth, 1829. I have
known & had an opportunity of observing
the conduct of the above mentioned
Sergt-Maj. Poe some three months, during
which his deportment has been highly
praiseworthy & deserving of confidence.
His education is of a very high order and
he appears to be free from bad habits, in
fact the testimony of Lt. Howard & Adjt.
Griswold is full to that point.
Understanding he is thro his friends an
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applicant for cadets warrant, I
unhesitatingly recommend him as
promising to acquit himself of the
obligations of...
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