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JOHN LOCKE Lockes theory of mind is often cited as the

FEGRE e FTON origin of modern conceptions of identity
and the sdlf, figuring prominently in the
work of later philosophers such as Hume,
Rousseau and Kant. Locke was the first to
define the self through a continuity of
consciousness. He postulated that the mind
was a blank date or tabula rasa. Contrary
to pre-existing Cartesian philosophy, he
maintained that we are born without innate
ideas, and that knowledge is instead
determined only by experience derived
from sense perception Elements of natura
philosophyAt Oates, Locke supervised the
education of young Francis Masham.
Among his papers, he left the draft of an
elementary textbook in natural science,
written sometime after 1698. James Axtell4
discusses the work and suggests that Locke
used material contributed by his friend
Isaac Newton.
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